World Works Homeplay
Experiment at Home!

The world is full of things to investigate. Your child can learn about their environment by
discovering and testing ideas. Encourage your child’s curiosity by exploring ideas using
everyday objects together.

Flashlight Fun:

Darken aroom, turn on aflashlight and experiment with shadows! Invite your child to hold
different objectsin front of the flashlight. What happens when they hold up a mirror, scarf or
their hands? Your child can discover and play with the properties of shadows by using a variety
of objects.

Block Party:

Wood blocks are tons of fun. Did you know you can make blocks at home to replace or supplement wood blocks? Try building
with sponges, empty boxes and even pillows. As your child builds, they can examine cause and effect, size and self-expression.
Suggest drawing or taking a picture of their “block” structures before knocking them down.
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World Works Homeplay
Experiment at Home!

“I can do it”is a signal that your child is learning and feeling empowered.
Try giving your child specific praise such as, “Y our shadow puppet is really
big and has lots of parts.” Or, “| like the way you balanced your blocks.”
Specific praise builds confidence and shows your child you've taken time
to observe what they're doing. Providing enough time, materials and
enthusiasm helps spark inquiries, predictions, experiments and creations.

Books:
Guess Whose Shadow? Stephen R. Swinburne

/ Thought | Saw: A Child’s Play Imagination Book, Pam Adams & Ceri Jones .
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